SUGGESTED CONGRESSIONAL LETTER
Dear Congressman/Senator ________,

The USS Forrest Sherman DD-931 Foundation, Inc., of which I am a member, has been involved in saving the historic Navy destroyer USS Forrest Sherman DD-931 as a museum/display vessel to be located in Wilmington, Delaware.  As part of our efforts Congressed passed Public Law 109-163, Section 1015, as part of the FY06 National Defense Authorization Act.

This section provided for a five year hold on the ship in order to find a suitable berth.  This hold is to expire on January 6, 2011.  Just as the Foundation was finalizing plans with the City of Wilmington to locate the ship there and to submit a proper application for donation, for some reason the Secretary of the Navy has approved to have the ship scrapped.  

We feel this is not only in violation of the law, but certainly the spirit in which Congress passed this legislation.  The Foundation has spent over $400,000 on this project to date only to have the Navy pull the rug out from under us.  The Foundation has filed suit against the Navy in Federal Court in Philadelphia, and has obtained a restraining order prohibiting the Navy from scrapping the ship until a hearing now scheduled for June 3rd.  However, we should never have been put into such a position.  We have had to spend $20,000 in legal expenses, and I have no idea how much the Navy has had to spend.  It’s all foolish and a waste of money.
As a voter in your “district” (“State” for Senators) I am asking you to please contact the Secretary of the Navy and request him to reverse this action and restore the ship to a donation hold.  Time is of extreme importance to our efforts.
Sincerely yours,

