BY FAX TRANSMISSION
The Honorable Ray Mabus

Secretary of the Navy

1-703-693-9545

Dear Secretary Mabus,

The USS Forrest Sherman DD-931 Foundation, Inc., of which I am a member, has been working for over nine years to find a berth for the ex-USS FORREST SHERMAN DD-931 to establish a first rate museum/display vessel that will bring glory to our Navy heritage.  

The Congress, as part of the FY06 Defense Department Authorization Bill, granted you a period of five years to hold the ship prior to disposal if the Foundation were unsuccessful.  That authorization doesn’t expire until January 6, 2011.  For some reason, and I’m sure that it was done in your name without your knowledge, NAVSEA has decided to dismantle the vessel before the expiration of your authority.  This has happen even though the Foundation has located such a berth in Wilmington, DE.  I believe that Congressman Mike Castle has written you concerning this.

The Foundation had no choice but to institute a law suit in Federal Court in Philadelphia to stop NAVSEA.  A temporary injunction to stop NAVSEA was granted by Judge DuBois this past Tuesday.  This seems a tremendous waste of both the Navy’s, and the Foundation’s, hard earned funds.

There are only eight months left until that authorization expires.  That is enough time for the City of Wilmington to start the donation process.  However, it has to be back in a donation hold for the City to do so.  All we are asking of you is to give us these eight months.  It will cost the Navy less to hold the ship than will be spent in litigation.

Respectfully yours,

